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PRESENT 
Cllr Jennifer McGee (Chair), Cllr Bryan Futers, Cllr Duncan Couchman, Cllr Tony Reid, Cllr June 
Rose, Cllr Nadine McGee, Cllr Eileen Burt, Cllr Chris Cuthbert, Cllr Gerry Price 
 
1617/202 Apologies for Absence  
Cllr E Dobson, Cllr A Gill, Cllr A Piper, Cllr G McCreedy, Cllr Glenn Simpson 
 
1617/203 Declarations of Interest None  
 
1617/204 Mrs Maureen Goodfellow  
Cllr Jennifer McGee requested the council stand for one minute silence as a mark of respect for the 
late Mrs Maureen Goodfellow who sadly died near the end of March. 
 
As well as sending thoughts to Maureen’s family, Cllr Jennifer McGee paid tribute to Maureen as a 
Councillor, a previous Mayor of Prudhoe, a friend to many, and as a proud supporter and instigator of 
the Prudhoe Aged People’s Treat, which goes on to this day. 
 
1617/205 Minutes of Ordinary Meeting, held on 29th March 2017 
It was AGREED to receive the minutes as a true record. 
Proposed: Cllr Tony Reid       Seconded:  Cllr Eileen Burt 
 
1617/206 Matters arising 
1617/183  Youth Service Provision in Prudhoe 
Cllr Jennifer McGee advised that there had been an informal meeting with Prudhoe Community 
Partnership, prior the present meeting and that The East/Youth Service provision in Prudhoe, will be 
added to the May agenda to allow further discussion and action to be agreed. 
  
1617/185 Letter to Co-op 
Following a question on the progress of arranging a meeting with the Area Risk Manager for the Co-
op, the administrative officer offered to chase this up. 
 
Although not related Cllr Bryan Futers raised the missing handrail as a serious health and safety risk.  
The administrator offered to look into this repair. 
 
1617/185 West Mickley Play Area 
Cllr Chris Cuthbert asked if progress had been made with respect to outstanding issues with the 
contractor.  The administrative officer advised that as far as she was aware the council had received 
and agreed the timeframe of work and she was not aware of any outstanding issues.  Cllr Cuthbert 
could not recall what was outstanding but she offered to check her notes of the meeting and liaise 
with the office.  The administrative officer offered to make contact with the contractor as a matter of 
course.  
 
1617/189 Edgewell Cemeteries 
Cllr Jennifer McGee advised that the council had agreed to write to those grave owners not adhering 
to rules with new instructions regarding planting and that Cllr Andy Gill had agreed to take 
photographs of the graves concerned to enable the Administrative Officer to carry this forward. 
 
Cllr Eileen Burt asked if this has been completed.  Cllr Jennifer McGee responded that the action had 
only been agreed that day. 
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1617/191 Financial Regulations 
Cllr Jennifer McGee advised that the Financial Regulations as adopted had been updated on the 
council’s website and that as the Administrative Officer was now an authorised signatory, payments 
could now be made more efficiently on-line. 
 
1617/195 Eastwood Park Play Area & Riding Dene Play Area  
Cllr Jennifer McGee confirmed that the tender deadline for Eastwood Park was the previous day and 
that the evaluation of tenders received was scheduled to take place before 10th May. 
 
Cllr Jennifer McGee confirmed that Riding Dene Play Area would be added to the May agenda as 
requested by County Cllr Anne Dale. 
 
1617/197 Northumberland County Council – Hexham Courant 
Cllr Jennifer McGee confirmed that a letter had been received that day in respect of the withdrawal of 
public notices from the Hexham Courant and that the decision would be re-visited. 
 
1617/207 Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting incorporating the meeting of the Planning, 
Contracts and Works Committee, held on 12th April 2017 
Proposed:  Cllr Chris Cuthbert   Seconded:  Cllr Eileen Burt 
 
1617/208 Matters Arising  
1617/1107 Cemetery & Memorial Sub-Committee 
With respect to the cemetery roadway, the contractor has returned to weed as a gesture of good will 
and the invoice is included on the schedule of accounts to be paid. 
 
1617/209 Accounts  
a) It was AGREED to receive the Monthly Bank Reconciliations 10th March 2017 – 10th April 2017 
Proposed:  Cllr Eileen Burt   Seconded:  Cllr Chris Cuthbert 
b) It was AGREED it was agreed to receive the Year End Bank Reconciliation 1st April 2016 – 31st 

March 2017 
Proposed:  Cllr Eileen Burt   Seconded:  Cllr Chris Cuthbert 
c) It was AGREED to receive the Statement of Expenditure from 1st April 2016 – 31st March 2017  
Proposed:  Cllr Eileen Burt   Seconded:  Cllr Chris Cuthbert 
d) It was AGREED to receive the 2017/18 Statement of Budget 
Proposed:  Cllr Eileen Burt   Seconded:  Cllr Chris Cuthbert 
e) It was AGREED to endorse the accounts paid since the last meeting and authorise the accounts 

to be paid 
Proposed:  Cllr Eileen Burt   Seconded:  Cllr Chris Cuthbert 
 
Cllr Eileen Burt commented that it was easier to see to follow each relating to accounts when it was 
separated as it was. 

 
1617/210 Landscaped Gateways and Roundabouts 
Cllr Eileen Burt raised concerns regarding an ‘add-on’ to the service contract that had been agreed 
by the council during procurement.  The concerns of Cllr Eileen Burt were echoed by Cllr Tony Reid.  
Cllr Bryan Futers reminded the meeting that soil improvement had been carried out previously and it 
was likely this would be part of an on-going process and that the work to the western gateway was as 
a result of damage caused by vehicles. 
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The administrative officer confirmed that the additional work had been included during the 
procurement process for the contracts and as Cllr Bryan Futers indicated, spoil improvement was 
recommended and carried out in 2013. 
 
Cllr Mrs Burt stated that her concerns were in no way reflective of the high standard of work carried 
out by the contractor, but simply that she was uncomfortable adding to an already agreed contract. 
 
It was AGREED to approve Hollybush Landscaping carry out continued soil improvement at a 
cost of £790.  It was also AGREED to approve repair work to the western gateway at a cost of 
£460. 
Proposed:  Cllr Jennifer McGee  Seconded:  Cllr Bryan Futers 
 
1617/211 Internal Audit  
a) It was AGREED to receive the report from Peter Basnett (Internal Auditor) for the year ending 31st 

March 2017, and it was welcomed that no action was required. 
Proposed:  Cllr Chris Cuthbert   Seconded:  Cllr Eileen Burt 
 
b) It was AGREED to appoint Peter Basnett as the Internal Auditor for the 2017/18 Financial Year 
 
1617/212 Review of Effectiveness of Internal Controls  
It was AGREED to receive the report of the review carried out by Cllr Gerry Price and Cllr Tony Reid 
 
Cllr Price reported that he and Cllr Reid had carried out a review of the council’s procedures and 
adherence to them and that they could conclude that financial controls were transparent, correctly 
authorised and accountable.  Cllr Price continued that although not every invoice and payment was 
checked, that they have selected a number for detailed examination and were confident in certifying 
them. 
 
Cllr Price noted that the council should be concerned to put in place a process to regularly identify 
any under-spend in specific budget headings, therefore reducing surplus at the year end.  
Additionally there needed to be a more scheduled system for the review of rent and fees charged, as 
well as the inspection of assets.  Cllr Price noted that land and building assets did need to be listed 
on the council website and that they were assured this work was on-going.  Finally, Cllr Price 
reiterated concerns about how employee files are maintained, stating this was an area that required 
attention. 
 
Cllr Tony Reid summarised that the systems in place were very robust.  Both Cllrs thanked the 
Responsible Financial Officer for her professional support and cooperation. 
 
1617/213 BDO LLP Annual Return 2016/17  

a) It was AGREED to receive the notice of the annual review of accounts and intermediate 
questionnaire for year ending 2016/17, including Accounting Statement and Annual 
Governance Statement 

Proposed:  Cllr Jennifer McGee   Seconded:  Cllr Nadine McGee 
 
b) It was AGREED to ensure the Responsible Financial Officer is able to provide electors with 

the opportunity to inspect accounts from 3rd July for a period of 30 working days 
Proposed:  Cllr Jennifer McGee   Seconded:  Cllr Nadine McGee 
 

c) It was AGREED that the Annual Return and supplementary information would be returned to 
BDO LLP by 17th July 
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Proposed:  Cllr Jennifer McGee   Seconded:  Cllr Nadine McGee 
 
1617/214 Northumberland Estates: Highfield Park Rent Review  
It was AGREED to receive the notice of an annual rent increase for Highfield Park from £1,350 to 
£1,500 and respond to accept the increase. 
Proposed:  Cllr Eileen Burt   Seconded:  Cllr Tony Reid 
 
1617/215 Humbles Wood Play Feature  
It was AGREED to receive the revised proposals from Gentoo Homes for Humbles Wood Play 
Feature. 
 
Cllr Bryan Futers commented that the design being presented was 100% better than the previous 
design.  Cllr Eileen Burt agreed and stated that she was pleased the council had held out for a better 
result. 
 
It was AGREED that subject to confirmation of the details of the transfer, Prudhoe Town Council, 
through the Chair, would approve the transfer of the play area at Humbles Wood from Gentoo 
Homes.  The details previously agreed were that transfer and therefore maintenance would become 
active after a period of 2 years, and that at the point of transfer; Prudhoe Town Council would receive 
£15,000.   
 
1617/216 Castlefields Play Area  
It was AGREED to re-schedule a meeting with Bellway, Persimmon and Northumberland County 
Council to take this forward.    
 
1617/217 Meeting Dates and New Council Arrangements  

a) It was AGREED hold a low key Annual Town Meeting on Thursday 18th May, from 6:30 pm 
b) It was AGREED to hold the Annual General Meeting (AGM) on Wednesday 10th May, 

including Planning Matters, from 7 pm 
c) It was AGREED that the May Ordinary meeting would be held on the last Wednesday of the 

month, as usual, 31st May, and that the council would hopefully co-opt 2 new members at this 
time 

 
1617/218 Report from outside bodies 
Northumberland County Council Town and Parish Council Liaison Working Group - it was 
agreed to receive the report of the meeting held on 2nd March, provided by Cllr Ernest Dobson.   
 
Cllr Mrs Burt proposed that the council write to Cllr Dobson to express thanks for his diligent 
attendance at these meetings and commented that she had heard from others that his valuable 
contribution was greatly received.  This was AGREED. 
 
Prudhoe Community Partnership – Cllr Eileen Burt reported that The Spetchells Centre was now 
full with new tenants in both vacant offices in the 2nd floor.  Mortal Fools, a youth theatre group, who 
have moved into the office that Red Hot Property were in and Children North East; a charity that has 
recently been named as the North East Charity of the Year 2016. 
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1617/219 Correspondence and Tabled Items 
Correspondence 

1. Reinstatement of Book Banks 
Letter from NCC reporting that they expect to reinstate Book Banks at Recycling Centres, including 
the one at West Wylam, and they would like the council to advise if they foresee any issues with this 
as well communicating their intention.  RECEIVE 
 

2. Community Alcohol Partnership (CAP) 
Email from PC Louise Oliver of the Prudhoe Neighbourhood Team advising that a meeting has been 
arranged at Hexham Police Station on Tuesday 2nd May at 1pm to talk about a new Community 
Alcohol Partnership Scheme by Prudhoe Neighbourhood team to combat underage drinking, crime 
and disorder.  It was requested if the meeting could be held at the Spetchells but it was not possible.  
Cllr Jennifer McGee is unable to attend and asked if other members were available.  RECEIVE 
 

3. Northumberland Day 
Letter from Jane Hunt of Catapult PR requesting the Town Council take part in the celebration of 
Northumberland on 28th May and the 2 weeks after.  Suggestions include flying a flag, ‘best-dressed 
town’, a cake competition, etc.  The email has been forwarded to Community Events Committee to 
see if they wish to include anything as part of the Town Fair and Arts week.  Cllr Eileen Burt 
commented that having just asked the traders to decorate their windows for the Bob Stokoe memorial 
cup, this was bad timing.  RECEIVE 
 

4. Prudhoe Community Allotment  
Letter from Ann Curran thanking the clerk for supplying a ‘Vulnerable Persons Policy’ as well as 
dates for Public Open Days of the Community Allotment:  
31st May – Basket Day 
10th June – Plant Sale 
9th August – Open Day 
13th September – Painting Day 
RECEIVE 
 

5. Poster for Prudhoe Branch of The Royal British Legion 
‘Serenade in the Cathedral’ grand concert (FREE) on Saturday 27th May at St. Nicholas, Newcastle.  
Doors open at 6 pm to commence at 6:30 pm with classical pieces and songs from the shows and 
musical theatre.  Cllr Eileen Burt and Cllr June Rose interested in attending.  The administrative 
officer confirmed that the event was already being advertised on the council’s website and social 
media. RECEIVE 
 

6. A1 Improvements – Preferred Route Announcement 
Update from the A1 in Northumberland Project Team that although the consultation closed on 23rd 
December 2016 they are still reviewing the feedback received and will provide more information in 
due course.  Also that Delivery Plan commitments relating to improvements North of Ellington in 2018 
and A1 dualling upgrade in 2020 are continuing to progress.  RECEIVE 
 

7. Rainwise Scheme from NWL 
Information about the investment in a community-led initiative to reduce the risk of flooding which is 
at phase 2 and involves the sewer network that serves Wylam, Prudhoe and Ovingham.  Beginning 
on 2nd May, areas where work will be taking place include Maple Grove, Rowan Grove, Castle Road, 
Castle First School and Tyne View Terrace.  There is a Community Portal that holds all the 
information www.nwlcommunityportal.co.uk  RECEIVE 
 

http://www.nwlcommunityportal.co.uk/
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8. Good Councillors Guide 
A greatly expanded Good Councillors Guide 2017 is available for download and to purchase from 
NALC.  It was AGREED to purchase 16 copies of the guide. 
 
It was AGREED to RECEIVE the tabled items 
 
Cllr Jennifer McGee took the opportunity to thank those Cllrs present and otherwise for their hard 
work and dedication throughout the last term; Cllr Bryan Futers, Cllr June Rose, Cllr Nadine McGee, 
Cllr Alan Piper and Cllr Ernest Dobson.   
 
Cllr McGee gave special thanks to Cllr Tony Reid and commended his vast length of service for 
Tynedale Council, Northumberland County Council and Prudhoe Town Council. 

To approve a motion, that in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the 
press and public be excluded for consideration of the following items, in accordance with Section 68 

of the Council’s Standing Orders:- 
 

1617/216 DRAFT Confidential Minute of the Extraordinary Meeting incorporating the 
meeting of the Planning, Contracts and Works Committee, held on 12th April 2017  
It was AGREED to receive the minutes as a true record. 
Proposed: Cllr Gerry Price       Seconded:  Cllr Chris Cuthbert 
 
1617/217 Matters Arising  
None 
 
1617/218 Performance Appraisal of the Clerk  
Cllr Jennifer McGee conveyed that the council had agreed to the recommendation of the Human 
Resources (HR) Committee that the appraisal of the Clerk is carried out by the chair of the council, 
the chair of the HR Committee and another; Cllr Andy Gill had volunteered to be the 3rd Cllr.   
 
Cllr Jennifer McGee and Cllr Gerry Price advised the council that they wished to withdraw from this 
obligation in favour of 2 other Cllrs carrying out the Clerk’s appraisal. 
 
It was AGREED the matter would be brought to the next meeting of the HR Committee. 

 


